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Playing with BMJ Rapid Recommendations 
in the MAGIC Evidence Ecosystem

Workshop EBHC Conference Taormina 2019

Per Olav Vandvik, on behalf of colleagues in the non-profit MAGIC Evidence Ecosystem Foundation
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Objectives

1. To understand how MAGICapp works for clinicians and patients, 
with trustworthy recommendations, evidence summaries and 
decision aids, exemplified through the BMJ Rapid
Recommendations project for practice-changing evidence

2. To be introduced to the process of developing, publishing and 
dynamically updating a trustworthy recommendation from an 
existing systematic review, with the GRADE system and the 
MAGICapp

1. To get hands-on experience with use of the MAGICapp in the 
creation and dynamic updating of a living guideline
recommendation.
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Plan for workshop

1. Where does MAGIC and BMJ Rapid Recommendations belong in the 
Evidence Ecosystem?

2. Playing with a published BMJ Rapid Recommendation in groups, 
exploring new publication formats in The BMJ and  MAGICapp

3. Plenary discussion follows

4. Testing authoring and dynamic updating in MAGICapp (if time permits) 

5. In a final plenary discussion feedback on user experience of the 
MAGICapp will be discussed
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Creating, publishing and dynamically updating trustworthy 
recommendations, evidence summaries and decision aids in digitally 
structured formats
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Our vision:
A Digital and Trustworthy Evidence Ecosystem 

to increase value and reduce waste in health care
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Some hurdles to overcome: Organizations fit for purpose? 
How can we rapidly get potentially  practice-changing evidence into practice? 
Collaborative network approach, partnering with innovative medical journal?
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The BMJ-RapidRecs project: methods and process

• Guideline panel, network of the right people
 Trustworthy guideline standards, GRADE

 Focus on conflict of interest, patient involvement….

• Linked high quality systematic reviews
 effects, prognosis, values and preferences

 Separate teams, closely interacting with guideline panel
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Potentially practice-changing evidence for Daniel?
Triggering our first BMJ- RapidRecs, published September 28 2016

• Daniel,  69 years old

• Heart failure, not feeling well..

• Severe aortic stenosis, all set up 
for open heart surgery in Norway

• Read newspaper, questions if he 
could have “TAVI”…
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BMJ-RapidRecs for TAVI , let us have a look before you explore it 
together…*
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* All papers open access and for you to scrutinize, adapt and use for your 

purposes

http://www.bmj.com/content/354/bmj.i5085
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Plenary discussion

• How does this way of displaying evidence and recommendations 
work for clinicians, you, people?

• How can we further improve MAGICapp?
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How to develop and update an evidence summary and a 
trustworthy recommendation in MAGICapp
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NEWS: Two new trials on TAVI published recently, 
We now need to update our living BMJ Rapid Recommendations

Updated SR (6 trials, 6478 patients)

Practice-changing moderate certainty evidence for key outcome: 

Long-term aortic valve reintervention TAVI vs SAVR : RR 2.2 (1.7-2.7)

2 RCTs at low risk 

of bias
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Log in 
www.magicapp.org

Group 2:    

user: workshop2@magicapp.org

Pass: workshop2

Group 3:    

user: workshop3@magicapp.org

Pass: workshop3

Group 4:    

user: workshop4@magicapp.org

Pass: workshop4

Group 5:    

user: workshop5@magicapp.org

Pass: workshop5
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The updated evidence summary (SoF-table)
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Updating the recommendation: What would the panel 
recommend be for patients 65-75 years old? (screenshot current)
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Updating the recommendation: What would the panel 
recommend be for patients 65-75 years old? (screenshot new)

11/13/2019



2211/13/2019



23

Plenary discussion

• Digital authoring of evidence summaries, recommendations and 
decision aids: Feasible or too big of a leap for you?

• How could MAGICapp work for you, in creating, publishing and 
updating evidence summaries for systematic reviews?

• Want to be part of the Evidence Ecosystem?
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In summary

• MAGICapp allows creation, dissemination and dynamic updating 
of evidence summaries, recommendations and decision aids

• Within an emerging evidence ecosystem, the BMJ-RapidRecs
provide a model for rapidly responding to potentially practice-
changing evidence through systematic reviews and trustworthy 
recommendations: Organizations fit for purpose?

• Authoring, publishing and updating of evidence summaries for 
systematic reviews an emerging opportunity: Will Cochrane and 
other review groups benefit from our services? 
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